
Getting Students Back to Campus 
COVID-19 Update

October 5, 2020



Agenda for Today

• Provide update on the State’s Blueprint for a 
Safer Economy and the impact on schools

• Clarification about public health guidance

• San Mateo County’s approach

• Plan development technical assistance



Blueprint for a Safer Economy
• Replaced monitoring list

• Color-Tier system based 
on test positivity and 
adjusted case rate

• Counties must remain in 
a tier for at least 3 
weeks before moving 
forward

• Tiers are updated on 
Tuesdays



Purple Tier • Schools can bring back TK-6th

grade students with a waiver

• Schools can bring back small 
groups of students for 
specialized support, testing, 
limited instruction (no review 
required)

• Small setting guidance uses 
strict definitions for cohort of 
no more than 16 people (staff 
and students)



Red Tier
• Requires review of plan by SMCOE 

and SMCH 

• Once schools receive notification of 
completed review they can proceed

• Campuses will remain open if county 
moves back to Purple Tier, though 
increased staff testing would be 
required

• After county is in 
Red Tier for 14 days, 
schools may opt to 
begin to implement 
in-person instruction 
(Oct. 6)



Health Equity Metric
• Goal is to reduce COVID-19 cases in all communities

• Requires more intensive efforts to prevent spread of COVID-
19 among those who have been disproportionately impacted

• To move to next less restrictive tier, county needs to ensure 
that the test positivity rates of most disadvantaged 
neighborhoods do not significantly lag behind overall county 
rate 

• The Equity Metric will not be considered as a factor in 
whether a county needs to move to a more restrictive tier

• More information on the Equity Metric can be found here.

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/CaliforniaHealthEquityMetric.aspx


Guidance Still Applies
• Guidance applies to all public and private schools

• Governor has ordered, in multiple executive orders, 
that all California residents heed the guidance and 
directives of the state public health officer

• Guidance = public health directive 

• Schools must follow CDPH and SMC Health 
guidance

• CDPH and SMCH guidance are reflected in the 
Pandemic Recovery Framework

https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/3.19.20-attested-EO-N-33-20-COVID-19-HEALTH-ORDER.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CDPH%20Document%20Library/COVID-19/Schools%20Reopening%20Recommendations.pdf
https://www.smchealth.org/sites/main/files/file-attachments/covid-19_recommendations_checklist_for_schools_9.8.2020.pdf?1599762939
https://www.smcoe.org/assets/files/Alert_FIL/Pandemic_Recovery_Framework.pdf


San Mateo County Approach
• Schools/districts develop plan for bringing students back and 

post it on school or district website

• Schools/districts submit a Request for Plan Review form

• Plan should address same items as in waiver application

• Plan should lay out an incremental approach for returning 
students to in-person learning

• SMCOE and SMC Health will review plans

• If plan review is complete, SMCOE will post link to plan on its 
website

• Turn-around expected to be 10-14 days

• Similar approach to other Bay Area counties



Simple Form 
Checklist



If You Have a Waiver for TK-6
• To bring back students in additional grades, check 

appropriate box on form and indicate additional 
grades and student numbers

• Prepare an addendum

• Include addendum to existing plan posted on 
school/district website

• Addendum should reflect any proposed changes



Checklist for Plan
• Cleaning and Disinfection
• Cohorting
• Entrance, Egress, and Movement within the School
• Face Coverings and Other Essential Protective Gear
• Health Screenings for Students and Staff
• Healthy Hygiene Practices
• Physical Distancing
• Staff Training and Family Education
• Testing of Students and Staff
• Triggers for Transitioning to Distance Learning
• Communication Plans



Other Required Information
• Incremental/step-by-step approach

• Grades/number of students proposed to be on 
campus for in-person instruction

• Designated District/School Point of Contact for 
COVID-19 information and cases 

• Site plan – submitted separately before students 
return



Tips for Preparing Plan
• Follow Pandemic Recovery Framework, CDPH, and SMCH

guidance

• Avoid tweaking or recreating tables from guidance

• SMCH requires clear plan for screening, testing, and contact 
tracing (see SMCH guidance)

• Provide descriptions of each of these aspects of the plan and 
do not refer to FAQs as a source of information

• Be sure any FAQ that is created is kept current and updated

• Avoid repeating same information in multiple places

https://www.smcoe.org/assets/files/Alert_FIL/Pandemic_Recovery_Framework.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CDPH%20Document%20Library/COVID-19/Schools%20Reopening%20Recommendations.pdf
https://www.smchealth.org/sites/main/files/file-attachments/covid-19_recommendations_checklist_for_schools_9.8.2020.pdf?1599762939
https://www.smchealth.org/sites/main/files/file-attachments/covid-19_recommendations_checklist_for_schools_9.8.2020.pdf?1599762939


More Tips for Preparing Plan
• Lay out steps for returning students

• Be clear on how many students are in cohorts

• OK to link to specific site info (e.g., HCSD’s 
Ingress/Egress plans) 

• Avoid extra information that does not address 
required items (e.g., history of developing the plan)

• OK to include your educational plan - if you already 
have that in there (e.g., what distance learning will 
look like)



Please Remember
Plans that are complete and clear will move through 
review process more quickly.

We thank you in advance for 
your efforts.

Any Questions?



www.smcoe.org

Questions


